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Article _and  photos
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y local friends tell me that I must
Mhave been Chinese in a previous

life, and why not? Sometimes I
think it” s possible. 1 can imagine the
streets of old Quanzhou and Xiamen
filled with delicate Nanyin tunes (songs
in Quanzhou’ s Minnan dialect) wafting
out from the courtyards and teahouses. I
can sense the fragrance of old wood, the
aroma full of stories.

Gentle, distinguished melodies of Nan-
yin are the living heritage of Zajtun
(Quanzhou’ s old name) and Amoy, call-
ing me to come back here, again and al-
ways.

>>First encounters

My father first visited Quanzhou in the
late 1990s for his shoe business. As his lo-
cal business flourished, he visited more
frequently. In 2005 he moved to Quan-
zhou, returning to Poland a couple of
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K K R %7 = Corruption is incompatible
with the reputation of the government, like
fire to water.
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X #) ¥ "= Food safety is of utmost impor-
tance.

(L) BF RS Fr B BT=
Punish the heartless producers of substan-
dard and contaminated food.

— KA R F e AT A2
G M A BAAL TR AT = It is no good to
be poor in a beautiful environment, nor is it
good to be well-off and live with environ-
mental degradation.
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times per year.

When my brother and I visited our fa-
ther in China one summer, the trip
changed our lives. My brother discovered
his love of the family business, while I be-
came fascinated by Chinese music and
culture.

I brought along a book about Jacob
d’ Ancona who described ancient Quan-
zhou. My family and I began to explore
the city, enjoying the city both for work
and for life. My father was fascinated by
ships and maritime stories, so coastal Fu-
jian enthralled him.

We loved going to the Hui’ an seaside,
watching the sea waves roll in endlessly
from the far end of the world. The moon
glittered on the sea like liquid silver. A
fuzzy pink-grey smudge painted the hori-
zon, a mellow aftertaste of sunset. The
sea mirrored the colorful sky, earth and
heaven in unity. A few Hui’ an women
were finishing their work on the beach,
both fresh and timeless.

We loved exploring Qingyuan moun-
tain. Every Sunday morning my father
liked to climb there, passing by the Shao-
lin Temple.

>>Deepening passions

At the end of the summer, my father
and brother kept working in China. I re-
turned to Poland but continued to study
Chinese culture: reading books, playing
Chinese instruments, learning the lan-
guage. | even became a PhD student at
the East Asia Department of the Universi-
ty of Lodz.

I continued to return to Quanzhou for
summer vacations, using the time to ex-

plore the country’s culture. I focused on
Minnan culture, enthralled by the erhu,
by ink paintings, by all the things that
make the culture unique.

I wanted to know the real Fujian, to
learn Nanyin, to touch the spirit of Min-
nan culture. I spent my evenings listening
to charming girls singing in old teahouses.

I’ m currently pursuing my research at
the Taipei National University of the Arts
on a scholarship to learn Nanyin and com-
plete my doctoral degree. I am utterly
thankful to all the wonderful people I met
in Quanzhou and Taipei.

>>New beginnings

I wish I could share my journey with
my father, who passed away in 2010. He
had delayed returning to Poland when he
became sick, keeping secret from his Pol-
ish doctors his regular trips to traditional
Chinese doctors in Jiangxi.

On his deathbed in Poland, he contin-
ued to plan his return to Quanzhou. I took
him seriously even when others did not,
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On comprehensive reforms
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“However deep the water may be, we
will wade into it because we have no alter-
native.”

On urbanization
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“We need to prevent urban malaise
and avoid a situation in which high-rises co-
exist with shantytowns.”

On government reforms
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“We need to leave to the market and
society what they can do well. The govern-
ment needs to manage well the matters that
fall under its supervision.”
On the environment
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and I hope that in some way my return is
a completion of his dreams.

When I played the organ at my father’ s
funeral, I was comforted by the knowl-
edge that his friends in Quanzhou were
conducting a mourning ceremony in the
Catholic Church of the Holy Family in
Quanzhou at the same time. Separated by
continents, we were nonetheless together
at that moment, with similar feelings in
our hearts.

Wreaths sent by my father’s friends be-
decked the Polish church, including 11
sent from mainland China and Taiwan.
They seemed to surround my father’s ash-
es, drying his tears of farewell.

His passing is not the end of our story
in China. My brother works in Quanzhou
and I’ m completing my doctorate in Tai-
wan. I will go to Poland soon to intro-
duce Chinese culture to my homeland by
playing the region’ s music, conducting
kung fu tea ceremonies, teaching students
and organizing events. I will return to
Quanzhou and Taipei next year and for
many years to come.
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“I am upset [about the smog that re-
cently shrouded Beijing and large parts of
the country’ s eastern areas]. To tackle
these problems, we need an iron fist, firm
resolution and tough measures.”

On clean governance
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“Pursuing government office and mak-
ing money have been ‘two separate paths’
since ancient times.”

On cross—Strait ties
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“Bones may be broken but not the sin-
ews, because we are fellow compatriots. Be-
tween us there is no knot that cannot be un-
done.”

On tackling pollution and food
safety problems
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“We will upgrade China’ s economic
development model to enable people to en-
joy clean air and safe drinking water and
food.”

Source: China Daily

Helicopter sightseeing tour
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Adam: Have you heard of a helicop-
ter sightseeing tour that kicked off in
Xiamen recently?
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Li Mei: I heard the program began
around the Chinese New Year Holiday and costs 1,
880 yuan per person, but I don’t know the details.
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Adam: Apparently the company has earned nearly
two million yuan in the past month, taking almost
1,100 passengers for a spin.
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Li Mei: Fantastic. What’s the route?
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Adam: It’ s a 15-minute round-trip circuit that
starts at Xiajin bay in Guanyinshan, flies over the
Island Ring Road and the Xiamen International
Conference and Exhibition Center, then passes by
Xiamen University and Gulangyu.
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Li Mei: Pretty amazing. It’ s a pity the journey is
short.
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Adam: True, but the flight can be tailored to make
sure passengers see what interests them and to cap-
ture a perfect view of the city from aloft.
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Li Mei: The price still is a bit high.
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Adam: No doubt that’ s why Xiamen
locals only account for about 10 per-
cent of passenger trips, with tourists
making up the rest.
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A recent survey conducted by the Fujian Police
Bureau suggests that more than 95 percent of Xia-
men residents are satisfied with the city’s social or-
der and public security last year. The percentage
was the highest in Fujian for the third straight year.
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This year’s Earth Hour, in which environmental-
ly-minded people around the world switch off their
lights for one hour, will take place from 8:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. on March 23. At Xiamen University,
students will stage an unplugged musical event dur-
ing the hour, allowing the audience to enjoy the
concert by candlelight.
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Gulangyu Korean Music Week opens today. A con-
cert will be staged every day at 7:30 p.m. during the
four-day event. The Korean Music Week is the
first of its kind on Gulangyu.
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Local officials announced recently that Xiamen’ s
new-home prices rose 1.7 percent in February or
4.2 percent year-on-year, with the growth rate be-
ing the eighth largest in the country. The price of
second-hand homes increased 0.6 percent
month-on-month or 4.5 percent year-on-year.
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The Music Xiamen program launches this Satur-
day with a concert at Musicians’ Square on the Is-
land Ring Road. Concerts will be held on every Sat-
urday for a year. The program was launched by cel-
ebrated Taiwan musician Yang Mu with other Tai-
wan and mainland musicians.
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Xiamen officials have announced that the city
will host a sea burial ceremony on April 8, four
days after this year’ s Qingming Festival. The cost
of a burial is 1,600 yuan.
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